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« @[imate c/zange poses a thieat to humans and their func{a—
mental ’zig/lts. Oz action in ][avo’z 0][ the climate and the green
economy as the basis 0][ out futu’ze and out c[eve[opment is not

on[y a necesstty, but an urgent obligation ][o’z a peacefu[ and

sustainable futu’ze. »

His Excellency

Felix Antoine TSHISEKEDI TSHILOMBO
President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo
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THE PRIME MINISTER

« I its quest fo’z tecovery, /4}@[061 should c[eve[op a posttive
attituc{e anc[ exp/oit t/ze oppottunities oj[e’zec[ to it éy t/Le

favo’zaé/e envi’zonmenta[ facto’zs present on tAe continent, to
meet tlle c/ca[[enges it ][aces. »

His Excellency

Jean-Michel SAMA LUKONDE KYENGE
Prime Minister



-4 | VICE PRIME MINISTER
/ ) Minister of Environment and
Sustainable Development

« As owner and gua’zc[ian 0][ the envitonmental potentia[ soug/zt
Ay t/le WO’Z/L[ to face t/le cha/[enges 0][ c/imate c/wmge, t/Le De-
mociatie ,?epub[ic 0][ the Congo presents its fo’zests, peat[anc{s,

ﬁesllwate’z resouices, and stuategic mineals as a
«NATURAL RESPONSE » to climate p’zoé[ems. The DRC is
« THE COUNTRY SOLUTION » to the climate ctisis.»

His Excellency
Ms Eve BAZAIBA MASUDI

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Environment and
sustainable Development
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EDITORIAL

Located in the heart of Africa, with a surface area of 2,345,444 km2,
and a forest area of about 155.5 million ha, namely 10% of the tropical
forests of the planet, and more than 60% of the forests of the Congo
Basin, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, DRC, is the second largest
country with the bigest tropical rainforest in the world. It is also one of
the most important reserves of the planet's natural ecosystems, com-
prised of several endemic species of flora and fauna. The DRC is classi-
fied 5" country in the world for its rich biodiversity.

In addition, the Congolese underground abounds in significant reserves
.of strategic mineral-substances LT (62% of the world's
r'éserve), Colombo Tantalite (! olta ; Hium, Lithuim, and many
others, essentials to the current ecological transition, without which it
will be impossible to contain the increase of the global temperature wit-
hin 1.5 degree Celsius. [Ministry of Mineral resources of the DRC]

DRC's forests sequester atmospherié‘l': Icarl;o'n emitted throughout the
planet, and contribute to the mitigation of global warming in wide pro-
portions. This Greenhouse Gase (GHG) emission absorption service is
estimated at around 24.5 Gigatonnes per day, 3/4 of which is concen-
trated on 43% of the country's surface area. To this enormous climatic
potential is added the potential of the peatlands of the country, which
are spread over approximately 101,500 km? of the national territory, and
constitute a natural stock of more than 30 gigatons of carbon dioxide,
namely the equivalent of more than two years of global greenhouse gas
emissions.

The DRC is also a reservoir of fresh waters, with 10% of the reserves

of the planet, 52% of Africa, and 67% of the waters of the Congo Ba-
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around 44, 000 MegaWatts (MW) of hydroelectric power on the INGA site
alone, and thus cover the energy needs of more than 70% of households
in the DRC as well as in some other countries in the Congo Basin. The
many tributaries of the Congo River can generate 60,000 MW of hydroe-
lectric power on more than 780 sites which are suitable for micro-hy-
droelectricity. In addition, the country has a photovoltaic potential esti-
mated at 70,000 MW, thanks to its natural exposure under the Equator
line, which divides the DRC into two parts, and makes of it a vast solar
field.

The improvement of the DRC's electricity supply currently estimated at
14% is a strategy par excellence for the preservation of the forests of
the Congo Basin. This is because the use of wood as a source of energy
is one of the biggest drivers of deforestation in the DRC andﬂe Congo
Basin region.

As the owner and guardian of the environmental potential sought by the
world to face the challenges of climate change, the DRC presents its
natural resources, namely its forests, mangroves, peatlands, freshwater
resources, and its strategic minerals as a “NATURAL RESPONSE" to cli-
mate problems. The DRC is “THE COUNTRY SOLUTION" to the climate
crisis.

Thus, the country should have the world's attention, to safeguard this
rich heritage, and guarantee to its population the «right to benefit from
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1. HUGE FORESTRY

POTENTIAL




L ' GLASGOW / UNITED KINGDOM -



2. IMMEASURABLE FREHWATER
RESOURCES
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The DRC is a real reservoir of fresh waters for the planet. The i~ _‘% W T

Congo River is 4,700 km long, the second longest in Africa after
the Nile. It has an average flow rate of 45,000 m® per second,
the second after the Amazon. It is the deepest river in the world
(220 m deep).

The Congo Basin from which it emanates carries around 10% of
the waters of the planet, and 52% of those on the African conti-
nent. However, the internal waters of the DRC represent about
67% of the waters flowing through the Congo Basin.
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\Le Réseau Hyd}ographique de la RDC
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This abundant wealth is the fruit of the vast humid tro-
pical forest of the region, which the DRC is endeavou-
ring to protect and expand in the future, for the benefit
of the whole humanity, and future generations.

Predictions related to climate change show an in-
crease of about 10 to 15% in the volume of waters
accross the Congo Basin by the year 2050, and at the
same time a decrease in the quantity of water availa-
bility in some surrounding river basins.

Due to climate change, a belt of aridity is forming it-
self around the Congo Basin, because of which water
demand may increase in the Congo basin in a near fu-
ture. The DRC takes all the extent of its responsibility
to face this situation.




3. SIGNIFIGANT RESERVES OF STRATEGIC
MINERALS

The Congolese soil is full of huge reserves of
mineral substances such as cobalt (62% of wor-
* Id's reserves), copper (10% of world's reserves)
worldwide), Colombo Tantalite (Coltan), Ger-
manium, lithium, nickel, graphite, aluminum,
and many more, which are essential to the cur-
rent ecological transition.

Without the ecological transition, it will be im-
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possible to contain the increase in global tem-
G
% perature within 1.5 ° degree Celsius.

Cobalt and lirhium are needel to manufacture
batteries, motors and bodies of electric vehicles,
while the Colombo Tantalite (Coltan) and Germanium
are necessary for electronics and new technologies of
information and communication.
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Les Ressources Miniéres de la RDC
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The DRC is committed to improving
the governance of its strategic mi-
neral resources, For an exploitation
which respects the principles of sus-

tainable development.

Reason why the country is now
seeking the local processing of
its minerals, through win-win
partnerships. For the DRC, such ap-
proach will create jobs, and promote
the reduction of pressure from the

local population on forest resources.

5 Cuprite Cu,0 Katanga
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0. CONSIDERABLE TOURISM
POTENTIAL AND RICH
BIODIVERSITY




This situation also needs a readjustment in
order to improve governance, protection and
biodiversity safeguard accross the DRC, in
so much as the country is in the dynamics of
the implementation of the Agenda 21, adop-
ted by the International Community in view
of sustainable development.



VIRUNGA NATIONAL PARK
PNVI)

| pienvenue au Parc
National des Virunga

AVERTISSEMENT!




Located in the heart of the DRC, the Salonga National
Park is a true gift of nature. It is Africa's largest fo-
rest park, and one of the last remaining intact tropical
forests in the world. It is home to 40% of the world’s
bonobo populations, and constitutes a viable space
for the natural ecosystems of the Congo Basin.

Today the great news is the withdrawal of this park
from the list of World Heritage sites in Danger, twenty
years after its inclusion in this category. It is the fact
that the Salonga National Park is excluded from any
oil blocks.
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SALUNGA NATIUNAL PARK
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GARAMBA NATIONAL PARK
2 7%

The Garamba National Park is located in the North East of the DRC. It is
home to a population of white rhinos as well as other large mammals such
as elephant, northern giraffe, hippo and buffalo. The landscapes of the park
include immense savannas, grassy or wooded, interspersed with gallery
forests along rivers and marshy depressions. Large populations of hippos
and diversity of savanna antelopes. This park is making significant progress
towards its rehabilitation, despite some challenges.
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KAHUZI-BIEGA NATIONAL
PARK (PNKB)

The Kahuzi Biega National Park is a vast ':

expanse of primary tropical forest located e v S

between 2,100 and 2,400 m elevation. It has = Ty

an abundant and varied fauna, including the el

last populations of the lowland gorillas of the oW LR ¥

eastern DRC (around 250 individuals). b T EME T ELE v ek o it
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THE OKAPI WILDLIFE RESERVE (RF0)

Rich evergreen forest and natural habitat of the
Okapi, however facing challenges in preserving the
forest from illegal mining sites.

THE ITOMBUE NATURE RESERVE,
THE KUNDELUNGU(PNKL) AND UPEMBA (PNV)
NATIONAL PARKS

Important mountainous forests still pristine, but
facing pockets of insecurity.

UPEMBA KUNDELUNGU COMPLEX

Vast savannah ecosystems and significant hy-
droelectricity reserves for the periferic zone.
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INSTITUT CONGOLAIS
POUR LA CONSERVATION
DE LA NATURE

Congolaise de
I'Environnement

FONAREDD

Foréts de la RDC, poumon de la planéte
agir po
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